of more or less considerable personal beaut}'. For
ruling England they had neither the energy nor the
capacity, and, while the extravagance of the king in
heaping wealth upon them caused much anger, his
effeminate fondness for them created a general
feeling of contempt. Accustomed, as the}' had been,
to the dignity and strong-mindedness of Elizabeth,
Englishmen felt almost horror, certainly repulsion
and loathing, for the king, whose principal business
seemed to be to tidy his favourites' clothes and
exhibit towards them a maudlin affection, which
would have disgraced a proud mother if shown to
an only child.

James was equally unfortunate in his attitude upon
questions of foreign policy. After their initial
successes the Reformers had begun to lose ground
all over Europe, for they were divided among them-
selves by disputes upon abstract theology and were
assaulted from without by the Society of Jesus--the
most formidable organisation ever devoted to the
cause of Catholicism. In the south, Protestantism
was almost entirely extinguished ; in France, Henry
IV. had secured his throne by an opportune recanta-
tion, and, although the Huguenots were tolerated,
they ceased to make progress ; in the Low Countries,
the practical independence of the United Provinces
was to a great extent counterbalanced by the rever-
sion of Belgium to the older creed ; and in South
Germany and in Poland there appeared a general
reaction against the Reformation, To Englishmen
it seemed that the work of Luther, Zwingli, and
Calvin was destined to be undone, and the inveterate
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